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Devika Chithrani  

Associate Professor, Physics and 

Astronomy/ Medical Physics, 

University of Victoria. Expertise 

includes nanotechnology, radiation 

therapy, drug delivery, tissue 

engineering, and gold nanoparticles. 

Noorjahan Aibani  

Research Associate, Precision 

NanoSystems Inc. Expertise includes 

LNP research and development. 

Marcel Bally 

Professor, UBC, and Head and 

Distinguished Scientist, Department of 

Experimental Therapeutics, BC 

Cancer. Expertise includes 

biochemistry, pharmacology/ 

toxicology, nanoscale drug delivery 

formulations and preclinical models 

including a variety of orthotopic and 

metastatic cancer models as well as 

pharmacodynamic analysis. 

Karen Chan  

NanoCore Operational Lead, NMIN, 

and Postdoctoral Fellow at the Cullis 

Lab, UBC. Expertise includes 

optimizing lipid nanoparticle 

formulations for the delivery of 

diverse cargoes, with an emphasis on 

the encapsulation of nucleic acids for 

gene therapy applications. 

Elaine Copsey  

VP, Biomanufacturing Operations, 

Precision NanoSystems Inc. Expertise 

includes senior operations management 

across multiple streams of pharma/

biotech including small molecule (solid 

and liquid), vaccines and medical 

devices, driving strategic improvements 

in manufacturing, whse, supply chain, 

quality, PMO and operational 

effectiveness. 

Terry Allen  

Professor Emerita, Pharmacology & 

Oncology, University of Alberta; 

visiting professor, The University of 

British Columbia. Expertise includes 

drug delivery, especially the 

development of long-circulating 

liposomes (Doxil), ligand-targeted 

liposomes and ligand-targed LNPs. 

Dean Chamberlain 

Jean E Murray Chair of Cancer 

Research, Research Scientist, 

Saskatchewan Cancer Agency and 

Assistant Professor, Division of 

Oncology, University of 

Saskatchewan. Expertise includes the 

development of new tools and assays 

to improve the selection of treatment 

regimens for cancer patients. 

Warren Chan  

Director of Biomedical Engineering, 

Canada Research Chair in 

Nanobioengineering, and Distinguished 

Professor at the University of Toronto. 

Expertise includes nanomaterial 

interactions with biological systems and 

bio-molecule sensing. 

SPEAKERS & MODERATORS 
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Maryam Hejazi 

Research and Development Scientist, 

Entos Pharmaceuticals. Expertise 

includes animal model research, 

biotechnology, cell culture, DNA 

extraction, and stem cells. 

Pieter Cullis  

Professor, Department of Biochemistry 

and Molecular Biology, UBC. 

Expertise includes the development of 

liposomal nanoparticle (LNP) drug 

delivery systems for the treatment of 

disease, notably cancer and its 

complications.  

Nancy Dos Santos 

PharmaCore Operational Lead, NMIN, 

Director IDP, BC Cancer. Expertise 

includes pharmacology/toxicology, 

oncology, lipid nanoparticles, drug 

delivery, preclinical models, and drug 

development. 

Rachel Fernandez 

Associate Vice-President, Research & 

Innovation, and Professor, Department 

of Microbiology and Immunology, 

University of British Columbia. Expertise 

includes the molecular mechanisms of 

microbial pathogenesis, particularly the 

mechanisms that allow colonization and 

carriage of Bordetella pertussis. 

Inès Holzbaur 

Co-Founder and Managing Partner, 

AmorChem; Board Chair, NMIN. 

Expertise includes venture capital 

investing in early-stage life sciences 

innovation. 

Cécile Darviot 

Co-founder, Vega BioImaging; PhD 

candidate, Department of Engineering 

Physics, Polytechnique Montréal. 

Expertise includes plasmonics, optics 

and biophysics. 

Nick Dragojlovic 

Research Associate, Faculty of 

Pharmaceutical Sciences, UBC; 

Technical Lead, NMIN’s eHTA Core 

Facility. Expertise includes using 

health economics, health outcomes, 

and policy research to help maximize 

the value delivered by new health 

technologies to health system 

stakeholders. 

Bob Hancock 

Killam Professor of Microbiology & 

Immunology, UBC; Associate Faculty 

Member of the Wellcome Trust Sanger 

Institute; Canada Research Chair in 

Health & Genomics. Expertise includes 

small cationic peptides as novel antimicrobials & modulators 

of innate immunity, development of novel treatments for 

antibiotic resistant infections, systems biology of innate 

immunity, inflammatory diseases & Pseudomonas 

aeruginosa, & antibiotic uptake & resistance. 

SPEAKERS & MODERATORS 
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Sabrina Leslie 

Michael Smith Laboratory researcher, 

Associate Professor of Physics & 

Astronomy, The University of British 

Columbia. Expertise includes the 

interface of physics and biology with a 

particular interest in quantifying the 

dynamics of individual molecules. 

Shehzad Iqbal 

Country Medical Director, Moderna 

Canada. Expertise includes 

immunology and infectious diseases 

with a focus on the development of 

therapeutic and vaccine interventions.  

Christian Kastrup 

Senior Investigator, Versiti Blood 

Research Institute, and Professor, 

Medical College of Wisconsin. 

Expertise includes using 

biotechnology to understand and 

control blood clotting proteins. 

Afsaneh Lavasanifar 

Professor, Faculty of Pharmacy & 

Pharmaceutical Sciences, University 

of Alberta; Chief Scientific Officer and 

Vice President, Meros Pharma; 

Associate Scientific Director, NMIN. 

Expertise includes pharmaceutics and 

drug delivery. 

Shyh-Dar (Star) Li 

Angiotech Professor in Drug Delivery, 

Faculty of Pharmaceutical Sciences, 

The University of British Columbia. 

Expertise includes developing 

innovative drug delivery systems to 

enhance cancer chemotherapy. 

Lloyd Jeffs 

Senior Director Biopharma Services, 

Precision NanoSystems Inc. Expertise 

includes developing lipid-based 

nanotherapeutics, including 

formulation and process development, 

scale-up and technology transfer. 

Jayesh Kulkarni   

Chief Scientific Officer, NanoVation 

Therapeutics. Expertise includes the 

design and development of lipid-based 

drug delivery systems for small 

molecule therapeutics, proteins, and 

genetic drugs. 

Linh Le 

Founder and CEO, flextrapower; 

Founding Partner, BUYO Bioplastics. 

Expertise includes entrepreneurship, 

venture building, and supporting the 

commercialization of scientific and 

technological innovation with the 

potential to transform human health 

outcomes. 

SPEAKERS & MODERATORS SPEAKERS & MODERATORS 
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Helen Loughrey  

Investment Innovation Advisor,  

National Research Council Canada. 

Expertise includes biopharmaceutical 

R&D and advancing drug leads 

through preclinical to clinical studies. 

Samantha McWhirter 

Chemistry Graduate Student, 

University of Toronto. Expertise 

includes bioanalytical nanotechnology, 

with particular interest in using gold 

nanoparticles for leukemia 

diagnostics. 

Keith Pardee 

Associate Professor, Leslie Dan Faculty 

of Pharmacy, University of Toronto. 

Expertise includes synthetic biology; the 

development of in vitro devices to host 

cell-free synthetic gene networks; the 

development of molecular diagnostic 

tools for communicable diseases like Zika 

virus; distributed drug manufacturing; and 

regenerative medicine. 

David Martin 

Managing Director and Head of Equity 

Research, Bloom Burton & Co. 

Expertise includes identifying 

investment opportunities for publicly 

traded healthcare and emerging 

biotechnology companies. 

Michel Meunier 

Professor of engineering physics and 

biomedical engineering and head of the 

Laser Processing and Plasmonics 

Laboratory at Polytechnique Montréal. 

Expertise includes developing and 

modelling new laser processes of 

materials for nanotechnology and 

biomedical applications, and developing 

new plasmonic nanostructures for 

biophotonic applications. 

Richard Piffer de Campos 

Research Associate, National Research 

Council Canada. Expertise includes 

digital microfluidics, with emphasis on 

development of bead-based 

immunoassays for global health and 

clinical chemistry applications. 

SPEAKERS & MODERATORS SPEAKERS & MODERATORS 

Jennifer Mitchell 

Professor, Cell & Systems Biology & 

Associate Chair, Research, University 

of Toronto. Expertise includes animal 

biology, bioinformatics / computational 

biology, developmental biology, 

genetics / genomics, molecular 

biology, and systems biology. 

Michael May 

President & CEO, Centre for 

Commercialization of Regenerative 

Medicine (CCRM). Expertise includes 

developing technologies, launching 

new companies and catalyzing 

investment in the field of regenerative 

medicine, including cell and gene 

therapy. 
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Brenna Rauw 

GM, Biomedical & Beauty, Modern 

Meadow. Expertise includes the 

commercialization of biomedical 

technologies. 

Padmaja Subbarao 

Respirologist, Associate Chief of Clinical 

Research, Co-Lead of Precision Child 

Health, & Senior Scientist in 

Translational Medicine, Hospital for Sick 

Children; Professor, Department of 

Paediatrics, University of Toronto; 

Director, CHILD Cohort Study. Expertise 

includes epidemiology, infant & 

preschool lung function, & the early 

determinants & development of asthma. 

Gilbert Walker 

Distinguished Professor, Department 

of Chemistry, Faculty of Arts & 

Science, University of Toronto; Chief 

Technical Officer, Sylleta Inc. Expertise 

includes biomolecular interaction 

analysis, and using polymers to 

produce nanostructured materials with 

electromagnetic, mechanical, and 

physiological properties.  

Diana Royce 

Executive Director, NMIN. Expertise 

includes development, start-up and 

management of national research 

teams and multi-sectoral research 

networks; strategic planning; 

knowledge translation and transfer; 

and meeting facilitation. 

Aidan Tinafar  

Co-Founder, Liberum Biotech. 

Expertise includes manufacturing 

proteins for use as therapeutics, 

industrial catalysts and biomedical 

research tools. 

Ellen Wasan 

Associate Professor, College of 

Pharmacy and Nutrition, University of 

Saskatchewan. Expertise includes pre-

formulation, early-stage drug 

development and lipid-based drug 

delivery systems. 

SPEAKERS & MODERATORS 

Andrew Sinclair 

Commercialization Advisory Board 

(CAB) Member, NanoMedicines 

Innovation Network. Expertise 

includes technology 

commercialization, research & 

development and start-ups. 

Gary Skarja 

Bio Services Program Manager at 

StarFish Medical. Expertise includes 

the development of new medical 

materials & devices, regenerative 

medicine technologies and single-use 

biomanufacturing tools at companies 

ranging from pre-revenue start-ups to 

a multibillion dollar global organization. 
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SPEAKERS & MODERATORS 

Bruce Verchere 

Professor, Depts of Pathology & Laboratory 

Medicine and Surgery, University of British 

Columbia; Investigator, Childhood Diabetes 

Labs, BC Children’s Hospital Research 

Institute; Director, Centre for Molecular 

Medicine & Therapeutics. Research aims to 

understand pancreatic islet function and dysfunction in type 1 

and type 2 diabetes, with the goal of developing therapeutics 

that attenuate immune responses and improve and restore 

insulin production in diabetes and following transplantation. 

Nashmia Zia 

Graduate student, University of 

Toronto; NMIN Theme 3 Research & 

KTEE Accelerator. Research includes 

the development of SERS-tagged drug 

loaded nanoparticles for targeted 

therapy of acute myeloid leukemia. 
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