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INTRODUCTION & WELCOME 
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Diana Royce 

Executive Director, NMIN 

Expertise includes development, start-up and management of national research teams and multi-

sectoral research networks; strategic planning; knowledge translation and transfer; and meeting 

facilitation. 

Gayle Hallgren 

Chief Engagement Officer, Shepa Learning Company ; Co-Author, Work the Pond!  

Expertise includes diversity & inclusion, leadership development, executive coaching, team 

building, and training in the skills of networking and communication. Gayle is a writer, speaker, 

and innovative marketer who co-founded one of Canada’s unique entrepreneurial ventures, 

Cookies by George. She is a recipient of the YWCA Women of Distinction award and has spent 

over two decades observing and writing on networking around the world and is an expert on the 

“art of conversation.” She has attended the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland over 11 

times and is a member of the elite Davos Circle, where networking happens at the highest level. 

Featured speakers 

Michael Valic 

Vice-President, NHN Executive Committee, NMIN 

4th year PhD student in biomedical engineering at the University of Toronto supervised by Prof. 

Gang Zheng. Michael’s research focuses on the clinical translations of phototheranostic 

nanomedicines for cancer imaging and photoablation. 


